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The Fort Lee
Memorial Day Parade

A Flag Raising Ceremony in Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide was
held on Saturday, April 21 at 2 PM in front of the Fort Lee Municipal Building.

Fort Lee 5K Running for Our Youth – June 17th

Monday, May 28, 2018 - 10am -2pm

Held by the Fort Lee VFW,
the Fort Lee Annual Memorial
Day Parade kicks-off at the
Fort Lee Community Center
at 10am and follows a route
north on Center Avenue to
Main Street, then west on
Main Street, and ﬁnally, south
on Anderson Avenue, back
to the Fort Lee Community
Center where there will be
a ceremony to honor all
veterans. Free refreshments to
the public.
For more info, please contact
Parade Director George Porto
at gaporto417@gmail.com or
at (201) 615-9055.

Fort Lee PBA Local 245 will be hosting its 2nd Annual Fast and Flat 5k Run
and One Mile Fun Run/Walk on Sunday, June 17, 2018 at 9AM. The USATF
certiﬁed course will be held on Fort Lee's famous Abbott Blvd. The 1 mile
fun run/walk will start 9am sharp followed by the 5K at 930am.

Mayor Mark Sokolich
Council President Harvey Sohmer
Councilman Joseph Cervieri
Councilwoman Ila Kasofsky
Councilman Michael Sargenti
Councilman Peter Suh
Councilman Paul Yoon

Coming Soon…The Barrymore Film Center
The Fort Lee Film Commission has created a new exhibit for the Fort Lee
Museum (1588 Palisade Avenue) that opens May 12th and will run through
the end of 2019 in conjunction with the construction and opening of the
soon to be built Barrymore Film Center, a 260-seat cinema and attached
ﬁlm museum to be built on Main Street and Park Avenue. This exhibit
will feature images of the ﬁlm center as well as a display of artifacts,
original costumes, rare photos and posters from Fort Lee’s days as the
ﬁrst American ﬁlm town. Museum hours are weekends noon to 4PM,
Wednesdays from 7PM – 9PM and for groups during the week by preappointment. For further info visit www.fortleeﬁlm.org or call (201) 693-2763.

Our Fort Lee
Youth Making
A Difference

Fort Lee Then & Now
Fort Lee’s role as the birthplace of the
American ﬁlm industry includes the
migration of French ﬁlmmakers and studios
to Fort Lee as early as 1911 with the building
of Éclair’ Studio on Linwood Avenue (present
day site of Constitution Park). In 1912
French ﬁlmmaker Alice Guy Blaché,
the ﬁrst woman director in cinema
history, built her Solax Studio at the
present-day location of the Acme
on Lemoine Avenue. The only marker
dedicated to this cinema pioneer
in the USA appears at the entrance
of Acme today and it was erected
by the Fort Lee Film Commission. At
this site Alice Guy produced, wrote
and directed hundreds of ﬁlms
before women in this nation had the
right to vote. Pictured here are images of
Solax Studio and the site today along with
images of a recent visit from ofﬁcials with the
Media Department of the French Embassy
in NYC who recently visited the Fort Lee Film
Commission to discuss joint programming that
will commence on September 1st as part of
the Fort Lee Film Commission’s annual Movies

Sat, June 9 at 11am
Interested in helping your Library plan for the future? Join us for a meet &
greet to learn about the Library’s goals that include the possible formation
of a Friends of the Library, planning for a gala in 2019 and fundraising for a
building renovation. Refreshments will be served.
RSVP to Library Director, Chris Yurgelonis at 201-592-3623 or
yurgelonis@fortlee.bccls.org
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The Fort Lee French Connection

Summer Reading Clubs For All Ages
Libraries Rock this Summer! Join us for a kickoff party for every age on
Monday, June 25.
9:30am-9pm FOR KIDS
Drop in to the Children’s Room all day to sign up for the Reading Club and
enjoy games, prizes and special surprises.
4-5pm KARAOKE FOR TEENS
Come in for songs and snacks, then sign up for Summer Reading!
7-8pm ADULT PARTY (Adults ages 18 and up)
Summer Reading Clubs aren’t just for kids! Come sign up for the chance
to win great prizes, discuss all of those books you plan to read this summer,
and feast on an assortment of seasonal snacks and beverages.
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Postal Patron
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

Packet pickup begins at 7:30 AM onsite. All proceeds will beneﬁt the youth
within Fort Lee

Fort Lee Museum Exhibit:
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& Music Under the
Stars. This French
Connection will
continue once the
Barrymore Film Center is constructed as it will
be the site of an annual French Film Festival
connecting our cinematic roots to the French
ﬁlmmaking community who once called Fort
Lee their home.

Clima-con in Fort Lee was a huge success, thanks to
the Youth Council of Fort Lee, Fort Lee Public Schools,
Police, Fire, EMS as well as our Community Center.
Bringing awareness to climate change and the many
ways we can be proactive in recycling, renewable
energy use and research as well as promoting healthy
ideas about conservation and our responsibility to the
environment was the theme of the day. It was amazing
to be a part of such a successful student-driven event.

Our own Environmental Committee chairwoman, Ila
Kasofsky was on hand to discuss the new community
garden that will be opening in addition to our already
successful community garden on Stillwell Avenue. The
fencing in the garden will be decorated with murals
of winning artwork by students from all schools of Fort
Lee. A special thank you to our own Karen Block for her
assistance with the murals.

Fort Lee has a new movement in town. Grandmoms Demand Action is a local grassroots organization whose main
objective is to end gun violence and help make our communities safer for children. Formed in response to the
Parkland school shooting, the Grandmas made an impactful showing in March when Fort Lee High School students
participated in National Walkout Day, and the Grandmoms gathered peacefully to pay tribute to the victims of the
shooting and demand stricter gun laws. Founding member Bonnie Benowitz stated, “We ﬁght this battle because we
want ALL children to be safe in school and come home at the end of the day.” Passing stricter gun laws is a major
goal but so is encouraging young adults to register to vote and to cast their ballots on Election Day. Member Marion
Rogovin explains, “This generation feels strongly about making signiﬁcant change. Getting them to vote is the key to
making real change happen.”

Upcoming Events

From the Mayor's Desk
I am happy to have Cameron Cohen,
Student Body President, publish a piece in our
newsletter on behalf of the student body of
Fort Lee High School.
I have always been an outspoken young
woman, passionate and driven about the
things I put my mind to. After hearing of the
tragedy in Parkland, it struck me like none
ever had. These kids were my age, some I
even attended sleepaway camp with and
would be attending college with in the fall. I
could picture myself walking down the halls
from my AP Biology class, just as they had
before their lives changed forever. I was heartbroken, angry, scared, but
inspired to make a change and say enough is enough.
I decided to use my platform for the better, and give the students at Fort Lee
High School a voice. I gathered a group of students who felt the same way
that I did about what happened at Marjory Stoneman Douglas and we met
on various occasions discussing what we wanted to do to move forward. I led
the organization of the Nationwide Student Walkout on March 14 at my school
and put together a beautiful ceremony to honor the lives lost and to let the
government know that the students of Fort Lee High School would not stand for
this senseless gun violence.
My dedication to the movement didn’t stop there. I marched in New York
City at the March for Our Lives. I have worked closely with the administration,
teachers, and security to make school as safe as possible. However, school
safety can only go so far. Common sense gun laws and universal background
checks is what this country needs to not only stop school shootings, but the
mass shootings that happen all over the country at concerts, nightclubs, and
even places of worship.
The adults of this country have failed us, but we are here to pick up the mess they
left behind. The time for change is now, and we won’t stop until change is made.

The Fort Lee Mayor and Council is
proclaiming June 2018 STIGMA FREE
month. On June 10, 2018, there will
be a STIGMA FREE event is being held
at the Jack Alter Community Center,
1355 Inwood Terrace, Fort Lee, NJ
from 9:00AM to 3:00PM promoting
community awareness, inclusiveness
and information sharing.
The even will host approximately 50
local community resource groups that
offer help managing issues connected
to STIGMA FREE situations.
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The Jack Alter Fort Lee
Community Center has
announced its 2018 Wednesday
Night Summer Concert Series All Summer Long!

Sunday, June 24th
11am-2pm

In case you didn’t know…

FREE to the Public
Seating is Limited

The Fort Lee Parking

See Historic Fort Lee...
by Jitney

Authority offers free
transportation!

A FREE Bus Tour of Fort Lee: the First American Film
Town & Future Home to the Barrymore Film Center.

The Authority operates bus
service daily, including

Wednesday July 11

“Good Vibrations”
A Celebration of the Beach Boys

Saturdays for senior citizen
busing; stops include

Wednesday, July 18

different supermarkets, senior

“All Power Soul “
New to Fort Lee

Wednesday, August 1

“The Duprees“
(Back by popular demand!)

buildings, and the Fort Lee
Silent Film Star & “Cli�anger” Pearl White on Hudson Terrace in the Coytesville Sec�on of Fort Lee, 1918

Tour Sign Up

June 24th, 9am-11am. Fort Lee Film
Commission Table at the Farmer’s Market
(Fort Lee Community Center, 1355 Inwood
Terrace). First Come, First Served.

senior center. In addition,

Sponsored by

The Fort Lee Historical Society, Historic
Preservation Commission, Oﬃce of Cultural &
Heritage Aﬀairs, Fort Lee Film Commission,
and the Barrymore Film Center

we offer a non-emergency
medical transportation

Tour Guide

service 3 days a week, a

Tom Meyers, Executive Director, Fort Lee Film Commission

Wednesday, August 15

“Mike DelGuidice & Big Shot”

trip to a different mall each

All Wednesday performances
begin at 7:30pm.
Free to the public, just bring a
blanket or lawn chair!
Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center,
1355 Inwood Terrace, Fort Lee

week, a one day a week

More Info: 201.693.2763 or www.FortLeeNJ.org

trip to Shoprite in Palisades

Fort Lee Film Commission Presents the Summer 2018:

Every Saturday Evening
June 30th ~ September 1st

&

Fort Lee

shuttles via Palisade Ave
and Anderson Ave to the

Live Music from 7pm-8:30pm
Movies at Sunset

www.fortleecommunitycenter.org
or call (201) 592-4699.

Festival

At the Fort Lee Community Center Outdoor Stage
1355 Inwood Terrace | FREE to the Public | Bring a Chair or Blanket

June 30th

July 7th

21
July 21st

July 14th

The 2018 Fort Lee Fringe Festival is June 1st & 2nd as a
run-up to the June 3rd Fort Lee Arts & Music Festival.

July 28th

Sponsored by the Fort Lee Office of Cultural & Heritage
Affairs, Mayor, and Council. Events are free to the public.
Rain or shine. For further info, contact: 201.693.2763 or
visit www.FortLeeNJ.com.

Progress report:
The DPW has been
systematically filling
potholes all over
Fort Lee. After such a long and
cold winter our streets are full of
potholes as is par for the course.
Our DPW is addressing this issue
head on and working diligently to
make the streets of our town as
drivable as they can. Concurrently,
the gas and water companies
which have been doing extensive
mandatory repairs in town will

Park, and 2 resident ferry

be responsible for paving
approximately 20 entire streets
because of the work they have
been doing. Paving is expected to
begin in Late May.
Spring is here and Fort Lee will
blossom with outdoor concerts,
pop up experiences, movies under
the stars and so much more. Our
renaissance is in full bloom and we
will all benefit from the beauty it
creates.

Live Show: Coney Island
Sideshow Circus

August
Augus
Augu
st 4th

Slippery Chickens

Caravan of Thieves

The Nerds

August
Augusst 11th
Augu

August 18th

*Sponsor: Fort Lee Regional
Chamber of Commerce*

The Amish Outlaws
*70th Anniversary
Screening*

Doubledown

The Black Flamingos

August
Augusst 25th
Augu

September
Sep
Se
ptember 1st
1st
1s

*Sponsor: Inverstors Bank*

Gotham Easy

Brother Joscephus
& The Love Revolution

The Avalon Jazz Band

*Sponsor:
*Sponso
*S
ponsorr: The
ponso
The French
French Embassy*
Embassy

Note: Film is in French with
English Subtitles

Thank You to Our Sponsors:
More Info: www.FortLeeFilm.org or 201.693.2763
Rain Location: 2nd Floor of the Community Center

Friday, June 1st, 6pm

Edgewater Landing Monday
through Friday. Some
of these services are by
appointment only, please
inquire by visiting our website
at www.fortleepa.org to view
or download our schedules.

Main Violin Outdoor Green
523 Summit Avenue, Fort Lee

OR you can call our ofﬁce

Classical music concert by Camerata. Main
Violin is housed in the oldest structure in
Fort Lee: the Ford/Walsh Mansion. Concert
is free but bring a lawn chair or blanket.

201-592-3500 ext. 1518.

Saturday, June 2nd, 1pm-5pm

The Historic Rambo House
2423 First Street, Coytesville section of Fort Lee
A true Fort Lee history celebration with Dixieland music by Dr. Dubious &
The Agnostics. BBQ with free food and soft drinks. Sponsored by the Fort Lee
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, the Fort Lee Housing Authority, and the
Fort Lee Historic Preservation Commission. This structure dates to the 1860’s
and was used as a movie location during Fort Lee’s days as the first American
film town.

for questions or assistance at
We are open on
Mondays 8:30am to 8pm,
Tuesday – Friday 8:30am – 4pm.

Meet Councilman
Paul Yoon
Councilman Paul Yoon won
election in 2017 and took his seat
on the Fort Lee Mayor & Council
this past January. Councilman
Yoon is a Partner at the law ﬁrm
of Florio Perrucci Steinhardt &
Cappelli and he has signiﬁcant
litigation and trial attorney
experience. “Throughout my
career I have represented international and domestic clients in
commercial litigation and criminal defense matters” Councilman Yoon
said. Before starting his legal career, he worked as Special Assistant
to Washington D.C. Mayor Anthony A. Williams where he assisted with
the advancement of legislation and policies in partnership with the
federal government, local and state governments and agencies and
other organizations.
Paul has been active with numerous community service organizations.
He served on the board of directors for the Center for Hope and
Safety, Korean American Family Service Center, and the Korean
American League for Civic Action. He was also the Past-President of
the Asian Paciﬁc American Lawyers Association of New Jersey and
the Korean American Association of Fort Lee. Councilman Yoon is
liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission and is excited to be part of
the team that is working towards the construction and operation
of the soon to be built Barrymore Film Center on Main Street and
Park Avenue. “I truly believe this ﬁlm center will be an anchor for our
community not only to showcase our role as the ﬁrst American ﬁlm
town but to bring in ﬁlmmakers from around the world to screen their
works and discuss their ﬁlms. My family and I love Fort Lee and we
look forward to spending many years here as active members of this
vibrant community.

Fort Lee National Little League Field Named for
Legendary Manager Morris Ginsburg
On April 21st, the Fort Lee
National Little League at
their opening day ceremony
named their ﬁeld in honor
of a legend in Fort Lee
youth baseball history,
Morris Ginsburg, a coach
for 51 years. Many of his
former players attended the
ceremony along with Fort
Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich
who called Mr. Ginsburg his
“inspiration.”
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