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Fort Lee Then & Now
Main Street & Central Road /
John Barrymore Way

We are a year away from the
opening of the Barrymore Film
Center, the first film center to
be built in the state where the
American film industry was
born. The film center will consist
of a 260-seat cinema and film
museum that will showcase
classic American and foreign
films, the works of emerging
film makers, film festivals and
film education programs for
students, all in the first American
film town of Fort Lee.
www.Barrymorefilmcenter.org
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Long time Fort Lee resident Lou Azzollini passed away on
March 26th. Lou was the first Chairman of the Fort Lee
Film Commission and more recently he had been the Vice
President of the Fort Lee Historical Society. Lou, however,
had always been more than just titles with regard to what he
meant to Fort Lee. A 1980 graduate of Fort Lee High School,
Lou followed his father’s life as an artist. His first graphics work
involved creation of story boards for MTV in 1981 as it was
launched. Lou eventually formed his own company, Blue Point
Graphics (located in Fort Lee), named after his Grandfather’s
legendary Blue Point Restaurant that was located in nearby
Hoboken. Lou’s finest work to many of us was the graphics he
designed for the Fort Lee Film Commission which includes the
Film Commission’s iconic logo. Lou worked with Fort Lee Film
Commission Executive Director Tom Meyers and film historian
Richard Koszarski to develop eleven film history markers and
four commemorative street signs that appear all over town.
Lou worked to create many exhibits that have been on
display at the Fort Lee Museum on Palisade Avenue in the 20
years since the museum opened including the present exhibit
Coming Soon, The Barrymore Film Center. As Lou battled illness
he continued to create magic via his art and its connection to
Fort Lee history. His last work was the redesign of the Hiram’s
sign at that legendary Palisade Avenue road stand. The sign
resembles the original sign when Hiram’s first opened, the
imagery coming from the archive of the Fort Lee Historical
Society. Lou was able to attend the groundbreaking for the
Barrymore Film Center (BFC) this past October 3rd. Though he
passed before the completion of construction of the BFC he
will forever be a part of the film center and the film history of
Fort Lee, NJ the first American film town.

As the construction of the Barrymore Film Center
continues on Main Street and Park Avenue, it is proper
that we note that one block east on the corner of Main
Street and Central Road is a historic location that gave
rise to the naming of the film center after the Barrymore
family. This intersection of Main and Central Road was
formally named John Barrymore Way by resolution of
the Mayor & Council at the petition of the Fort Lee Film
Commission several years ago. In 1900, then 18-year-old
John Barrymore was dropped off by his sister Ethel to
his father Maurice’s home on Hammett Avenue in the
Coytesville section of Fort Lee. John’s mom died when he
was young so he was raised by his grandmother and his
older sister Ethel felt it was time for John to spend a year
with his dad, the famous thespian Maurice Barrymore,
patriarch of the Barrymore acting dynasty. John wanted
to be an artist but while with his father he was directed
toward an acting career. Maurice was also a volunteer
firefighter in Coytesville and there was no fire house or
uniforms for the volunteers. Maurice decided to direct a
play, The Man of the World, as a fundraiser. He decided
to star his son John in the play at Buckheister’s Hotel on Main Street and Central Road. There
John Barrymore made his stage debut and a profit was had that enabled the building of
a fire house on Washington Avenue (the building still stands) and the purchase of uniforms
designed by Maurice Barrymore. One of those uniforms is on display in the Fire Company #2
upstairs meeting room on Lemoine Avenue in Coytesville today as well as one in the archives
of the Fort Lee Historical Society at the Fort Lee Museum. Pictured here is the John Barrymore
Way sign that presently sits on the site and is the location where the Fort Lee Film Commission
lays a wreath every year on John Barrymore’s birthday on February 15th followed by a yearly
fundraiser to raise money for the Fort Lee High School Drama Department and its student
actors. Also pictured is a 1970s photo of the former Buckheister’s Hotel which then was used
as a lamp store as well as an image of the original Buckheisters.

Spring Renewal:
Fort Lee Infrastructure
and Street Upgrades

Spring time in Fort Lee means over 25 freshly paved roads, parks and garden planting, mowing and
trimming. Infrastructure building and development are key parts of what your municipal government
works on. Having these essential upgrades and maintenance paid for with grants and by outside
utilities makes them a great benefit for Fort Lee.

Fort Lee Recreation Summer Mini-Camps:
Fort Lee Recreation will once again be
sponsoring week-long mini-camps for
children ages 20 months – 14 years. These
camps include Education Explorers STEM
and Engineering, Pre-School Summer STEM,
Abrakadoodle Art Camps, USSI Tennis, USSI
Multi-Sports, and TGA Golf. Information is
available at www.fortleenj.org under the
Recreation Department link or you may stop by
the Recreation Office, at the bottom of Stillwell
Avenue, for further details.
The Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center
Presents its: 2019 Wednesday Night Summer
Concert Series
“Endless Summer”
All Wednesday performances will begin at
7:30 PM. In case of inclement weather, rain
dates will be scheduled for another date,
to be determined. Free to the public. Bring
a blanket or lawn chair.
Weds. July 10th
New York Bee Gees – New to Fort Lee …
This group is comprised of some of New
York’s most talented performers and
musicians. The show delivers songs from
every decade of the Bee gees catalog
from early years to the disco era. Powerful
vocals and professional stage presence.
Weds. July 24th–
The Fabulous Greaseband
This high energy band provides a highly
entertaining Rock n’ Roll Revue featuring
the best of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.
Their sheer enjoyment of crowd pleasing
has become a trademark of their success.
Weds. Aug. 7th- Good Vibrations
A Celebration of The Beach Boys
Nothing says summer like the music of
the Beach Boys – America’s Band. And
what better way to pay tribute to Fort
Lee’s Police, Fire and Emergency Services’
departments! The Band faithfully recreates
the sounds and harmonies of the original
group like no other. Hear Surfin’ USA, Help
Me Rhonda, Little Deuce Coupe and so
many more…
Weds. Aug. 14th-"The Infernos"
New to Fort Lee …
Four decades of musical magic – the
crowd will be dancing to the tunes of this
entertaining group – including Sinatra, Barry
White, Earth Wind & Fire, The Stylistics, Bruno
Mars and more…
They can do it all! Featuring vocalists
Kenny Simmons, Robin DiLauri and newest
member Walter Christopher.
Weds. Aug 21st - “The Cameos”
This talented oldies’ group create and
perform their own unique renditions of the
most popular songs of the 50’s and 60’s
with a little of the 70’s thrown in for good
measure. Smooth vocal harmonies with
captivating, musical energy will bring a
modern and sophisticated feel to this
fabulous music of the past.
1355 Inwood Terrace – call 201-592-4699 or visit
our website at fortleenj.org - recreation dept.
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From the Mayor's Desk
TTragedy struck our town
in February with the
devastating fire at the
Linwood Park Co-op. The
outpouring of support
and love within our
community and beyond
is too much to put into
words. I would like to tell
you about our volunteer
firemen and women and
emergency responders
who risked life and limb to contain the fire and save people, pets
and keep everyone as safe as possible.
Hours and hours of drilling, coursework and preparation keep the
Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department in top shape and prepared
to deal with any and all emergency situations our borough has. I
would venture to say that we have the best Emergency Services
in all of New Jersey. These men and women sacrifice time with
their families, holidays and leisure time to serve their community.
They work tirelessly for the benefit of others and there is no way to
appropriately thank them for all that they do.
We in municipal government felt our responsibilities heavily during
this time and made sure to provide the best we could for those
affected by the fire. Food, shelter and clothing were paramount
in the beginning, but our long term obligations were also met
in continuing to help house and feed those affected as well as
expediting the process for Linwood Park to rebuild.

Fort Lee

The Fort Lee Office of Culture & Heritage Affairs
presents:

Festival

A Celebration Of
The Arts And Music
ay 31st

Friday M

6 pm
Main Violin Outdoor Garden
523 Summit Avenue, Fort Lee

Saturday
June 1st

1 pm
The Historic Rambo House
2423 First Street (Coytesville) Fort Lee
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Shakespeare
in the Park

A series of Shakespeare
performances by the
Hudson Shakespeare
Company

2019 Season at Monument Park

Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm throughout the summer
Admission Free. In case of rain, performances will be held at the Fort Lee Public Library, 320 Main St.

Performances:

Tuesday, June 11th, 18th, 25th

As You Like It
Tuesday, July 16th, 23rd, 30th

Coriolanus
Call (201) 693-2763 for info
or visit www.fortleenj.org

Rain or
The Fort Lee
Shine
Arts & Music
Festival Sunday June 2nd

On the bright side, we are now into springtime in Fort Lee, full of
baseball, softball, carnivals, beautiful new parks and our new state
of the art parking deck. With all of the wonderful restaurants and
business in our downtown it is always a pleasure to walk around and
wonder at the variety and wealth of choices.

Lemoine Ave between

Parking Deck Update

Main Street &

FORT LEE • NEW JERSEY
The Parking Authority is happy to report
PA
RKING
that the long-awaited Fort Lee Parking
AUTHORITY
EST. 1954
Garage is open! There are currently
200 outdoor, short-term parking spaces
and there will be 280 when the lot is
fully completed. There are over 60
cameras, bright lighting which is turned on by motion sensors
and emergency call buttons on every floor - all creating a safe
structure that will last the borough well into the future.

P

There are 340 parking spaces inside for monthly parking permit
vehicles. Between now and June 1st, if you have a monthly
permit, you must go to the Parking Authority and get your new
card or e-ticket to use the new lot. Once you have it, you can
renew on-line.

Bruce Reynolds Blvd

11am - 6 pm

Two Stages of
Free Music
Artists & Crafters
Free Kids' Rides
Food Vendors
Harley Davidson Bike Show
FortLeeNJ.org 201.693.2763

Fort Lee Library’s Annual Book
& Media Sale
Saturday, September 14, 10:00am4:00pm and Sunday, September 15,
1:00pm-4:00pm
This year’s annual book sale is
sponsored by the Friends of the Fort
Lee Public Library. Donate gently used
books, DVDs, and CDs from August
12-September 6. Find out more about
the Friends: membership forms and
flyers are at the library’s circulation
desks or online at fortleelibrary.org/
about/friends-of-the-library
Earn prizes for reading and completing
challenges during
"A Universe Of Stories" Summer
Learning Program For All Ages
And visit fortleelibrary.org for more
entertaining and educational
programs that are out of this world! It
all begins July 1st with kickoff parties for
every age. KIDS: 9:30am-9pm
Drop in to the Children's Room all day
for games, prizes and special surprises.
TEENS: 4-5pm
Get to know your inner cosmic being
with palmistry, numerology and
astrology. Intergalactic snacks will be
served.
ADULTS ( ages 18 and up): 7-8pm
Join us for celestial mocktails and
snacks as we kickoff our 3rd Annual
Adult Summer Learning Program with
expertly curated book picks and mindexpanding readings!

Fort Lee Awarded Safety Program Gold Certificate
Every year
the Borough's
insurance
carrier, the
South Bergen
Joint Insurance
Fund, singles
out certain
towns that
they insure
with an award
based on
their safety
program and
safety record.
Recently
at the annual safety breakfast, the Borough of Fort Lee was
awarded a Gold certificate and a monetary award for their
efforts during the year 2018 for their safety program. This is the
7th Gold award Fort Lee has received in the past 8 years.
Members of the Fort Lee Safety Committee pictured here are,
left to right, Councilman Harvey Sohmer, DPW Director Mike
Maresca, Borough Insurance Manager Fran Weissman, Borough
Clerk Evelyn Rosario, Fire Prevention Department Head Steve
Curry, and Fort Lee Police Department Captain Steve Gallagher,
as they appear with South Bergen County Joint Insurance Fund's
Olga Bobylak and Dave Vozza.

Fort Lee Historic Preservation Commission and Environmental Committee
Present 2019 Arbor Day Award to Councilwoman Ila Kasofsky
Councilwoman Ila Kasofsky is the recipient of
the 2019 Arbor Day Award for her work in the
establishment of community gardens and the
creation of the Fort Lee Green Team. Her efforts
to preserve and promote Fort Lee's natural
environment are on going and she has involved
everyone from students in the public school
system to our active senior citizen population.
Previous winners of this award have included the
Palisade Interstate Park and the Linwood Park
Cooperative Apartments. Pictured left to right
with Councilwoman Kasofsky are Mayor Sokolich,
Fort Lee Historic Preservation liaison Councilman
Harvey Sohmer, Historic Preservation Commission
members Robert Donohue, Tom Meyers and Bert
Rosenbluth
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