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Fort Lee Then & Now

We are a year away from the opening
of the Barrymore Film Center, the
first film center to be built in the state
where the American film industry was
born. The film center will consist of a
260-seat cinema and film museum that
will showcase classic American and
foreign films, the works of emerging
film makers, film festivals and film
education programs for students, all in
the first American film town of Fort Lee.

Join us for this fun filled evening with rides, food and fabulous
entertainment and the big count down to lighting our holiday
tree and wonderland! Rain date is December 6th.

GET

SOCIA

L

with

Mobile App Fort Lee Today
(FREE download)

www.youtube.com/
FortLeeOnDemand

www.Barrymorefilmcenter.org

ON
SATURDAY
OCT 26
11AM-3PM
FORT LEE’S
HALLOWEEN
DOG
PARK-TACULAR
It will be taking place at the Fort Lee Dog
Park, located at the foot of Stillwell Avenue,
adjacent to the Fort Lee Recreation Center,
500 Stillwell Avenue.
Dogs will have the opportunity to walk the
carpet for the Halloween costume contest.
Local pet vendors will have great items
for your pets. There will be kid-friendly fun
for the entire family including music, food,
face painting, trick-or-treating, pumpkin
decorating and ice cream for pups.
All proceeds from the day will benefit
the local participating shelters. For more
information, please visit fldogwalking.com
or fortleenj.org.
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@FortLeeTodayNJ

@FortLeeToday

local.nixle.com/register
@FortLeeToday

Get social with us and always know what’s going on!
There’s always so much to see and do in Fort Lee, and now, there are
several ways to stay connected and informed.

Official Borough Website

www.FortLeeNJ.org
Come experience our new intuitive design with
all the information you need at your fingertips!

• New design provides easy access to public documents, forms
and statements with clear and organized navigation
• Sign-up for automatic email alerts and subscribe to the areas that you are most
interested in.
• Stay informed with up-to-date calendars for local events,
meetings and activities in town and locally.
• Responsive design of the website provides an
optimal viewing experience on any of your mobile devices.
• ADA Compliant for your convenience.
Engage with Us on ANY of these Popular Platforms!
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Keeping Our Residents Informed

The Fort Lee
Junior Police Academy

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church and the adjacent
rectory were erected at 2367 Lemoine Avenue in the
Coytesville section of Fort Lee in 1907. The rectory was
replaced in the 1950s and the original rectory was moved
to nearby Fifth Street where it stood as a private residence
until the 1970s.
Famed filmmaker DW Griffith directed portions of his 1912
Biograph film The New York Hat at the entrance to Holy
Trinity Church. In the frame grab pictured here film star
Mary Pickford appears in a scene shot outside the church.
Also starring in this film was Lionel Barrymore whose father,
actor Maurice Barrymore, lived in Coytesville from 1895
until his death in 1905. The New York Hat is one of the
most important films shot in Fort Lee during our days as the
first American film town and the film survives. The Fort Lee
Film Commission screened this film at this church a few
years ago followed by a discussion of the locations used
by filmmakers in this section of Fort Lee. The Church was
renovated over the years and the addition to the front was
added in the 1950s but it remains the same church building
where Griffith
shot in 1912
and is one
of the few
surviving film
locations
that remain
in Fort Lee
in addition
to Rambo’s
Hotel on First
Street.

For the 110 participants this was the largest cadet class ever with kids ranging in age from 11 to 13 years old.
Cadets learned about various aspects of law enforcement and public safety, which included conducting
motor vehicle stops, defensive tactics, first aid and CPR training. They participated in an "in-town" run, which
ended at the VFW on Main Street, where the leaders of the academy class, together with the veterans, raised
the flags of our nations armed forces. Cadets also completed the David Kurz Memorial Emergency Services
Obstacle Course, which is a modified version of the course taken by Fort Lee Police Emergency Service Unit
members. The participants were given an inspiring talk by the Bergen County Sheriff Anthony Cureton and his
command staff and Bergen County Superior Court Judge Magali M. Francois.
Aside from Fort Lee Police units, they saw:
- Bergen County Sheriff's Bomb Squad
- Bergen County Crime Scene Unit, which included fingerprinting , DNA, and Ballistics.
- New Jersey State Police Aviation Unit
12 police officers and a supervisor were permanently assigned to the program, with officers from various
police divisions and units being temporarily assigned for demonstrations and instruction throughout the two
week program.

Don't miss an afternoon of costumes,
candy, and entertainment at
the annual Fort Lee Fall-O-Ween
Spectacular

The Business District Alliance of Fort Lee
(BDA) welcomes all to attend their yearly
Fall-O-Ween Spectacular on Saturday,
October 26 from 2:00-5:00pm on Main
Street between Center and Lemoine
Avenues. The area will be closed to
vehicles but open to pedestrians to enjoy
the afternoon’s festivities. The Halloweenthemed event is open to all ages and
everyone is encouraged to wear their
favorite costume.
Residents and visitors can enjoy a live DJ as
well as face painting and balloon sculpting,
while on free candy and refreshments
provided by the BDA. Businesses along
Main Street will remain open for patrons to
shop and children to trick-or-treat.

Annual Santa Saturday event returns
to Fort Lee this December

From the Mayor's Desk
Fort Lee has seen a
revitalization like no
other borough in Bergen
County in the last ten
years.
What started as
‘redevelopment area
5’ has turned into new
housing, great shopping,
new restaurants and
park land right in the
heart of our downtown area. We have moved on to create a
fantastic parking structure that will also house a state-of-the-art
post office and passport center, fully ADA compliant, as well as
office space for our Board of Education and Parking Authority.

The Jewel of our re-development will come when the Barrymore
Film Center is completed in 2020. The film center will mark a
new chapter in Fort Lee, known as the birthplace of the motion
picture industry in America. It will have a 260-seat cinema
and a film museum and will showcase classic American and
foreign films, works of emerging filmmakers, film festivals and film
education programs for students.
All of these buildings and improvements have been to the
benefit of our downtown shopping area, our ratables and our tax
base. Fort Lee is a premiere destination for dining, theater and
shopping all while maintaining its small town flavor and feel.
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On Saturday, October 12th, the Fort Lee Health Department
will hold their 25th Annual Health Fair from 9-12pm., at the
Jack Alter Community Center, 1355 Inwood Terrace. Enjoy a
fun day, improve your health and learn about prevention.
Participate in fun activities, enjoy free refreshments and door
prize raffles. Features include: seasonal flu vaccine only $5 to
anyone 6 months of age and older, Free for Medicare Part B
cardholders (please bring card). Blood Work: $15 for seniors &
$30 for all others. Screenings include oral & skin cancer, body
fat analysis, eye & hearing screening, ask the pharmacist,
chiropractic, blood pressure, pulmonary function, diabetes
screening, nutrition advice, make-up advice, massage, and
more! Face painting, dance & exercise demonstrations. Door
prizes and raffles at 11am. Call the Fort Lee Health Dept for
more information at 201-592-3500 x1510. Note: Pre-registration
required at the health dept.

New Police Chief - Chief of Police Matthew J. Hintze

Featuring Author Dominic Smith

Sponsored by:

Wednesday, November 20th
7PM | Fort Lee Public Library

OCTOBER IS FIRE
PREVENTION MONTH.

A sweeping work of historical ﬁc�on
from the New York Times–bestselling
author Dominic Smith, The Electric Hotel
is a spellbinding story of art and love.

A Call for Volunteers

It is a portrait of a man entranced
by the magic of moviemaking,
a luminous romance, and a
whirlwind trip through early
cinema...and Fort Lee, NJ!

The Fort Lee Voilunteer Fire Dept.
seeks volunteers. For information
contact the office of the Department
Chief at: (201) 592-3500 ext. 1013 or visit
www.fortleefire.org

Main Street has been re-made with wider sidewalks and new
lighting, our new post office will create a passive park right on
Main Street as well as accessible street level shopper parking.

25th Annual Health Fair

The Business District Alliance (BDA) of Fort
Lee will host their annual Santa Saturday
event on Saturday, December 7, from
1:00-3:00pm at the Richard & Catherine
Nest Adult Activity Center located on 319
Main Street. Bring the whole family and
have your photo taken with Santa. Bask
in the afternoon’s holiday ambience and
listen to carolers singing all the classics while
enjoying hot cocoa, cookies and candy
canes.

The Electric Hotel: A Book
Reading & Signing

Event to be held in the mee�ng room of the
Fort Lee Public Library (320 Main St).
Admission is FREE. Books will be available for
purchase.
For further info: (201) 693-2763 or visit
barrymoreﬁlmcenter.org or
fortleelibrary.org.

The Fort Lee Volunteer Fire
Department is committed to the
preservation of life and property for
those who live, work and visit the
Borough of Fort Lee; and to utilize
the highest standards of education
and training permitting all of the
firefighters to execute their duties with
professionalism and dedication; and
to uphold the highest tradition of the
fire service.
Our core values

PRIDE - DEDICATION - SERVICE

On June 1, 2019, Matthew J.
Hintze became the eleventh
person appointed as the Chief
of Police for the Borough of Fort
Lee Police Department. As Chief,
he is responsible for establishing
and enforcing the Rules and
Regulations of the department, as
well as the policies and procedures
vital to successfully managing
the daily operations of the police
department. He is also responsible
for determining the department’s
internal organization and structure
to ensure adequate manpower
necessary to serve the community of the Borough of Fort Lee.
Prior to assuming the Chief of Police position, Chief Hintze has held
numerous supervisory positions within the department. As a Captain,
he was the Detective Division Commander, where he was responsible
for overseeing all criminal investigations conducted by detectives in
the following bureaus: General Investigations, Narcotics / Anti-Crime,
Juvenile, Evidence, and Data Analysis Reporting and Trends (DART).
Chief Hintze was also the Commander of the Internal Affairs Bureau and
was responsible for the intake, investigation, and disposition of internal,
anonymous and citizen complaints made against members of the
department.
While in the rank of Lieutenant, Chief Hintze was assigned to
various positions. He was the Commander of the Emergency
Services Unit (ESU), where he supervised high risk incidents that
not only occurred in the Borough of Fort Lee but also in outside
jurisdictions. Chief Hintze was also the Training Bureau Supervisor,
Background Investigation Unit Supervisor, the Communication
Center Supervisor / 9-1-1 Coordinator and a Patrol Supervisor. As
a Sergeant, Chief Hintze was assigned to the Detective Division,
as well as the Patrol Division.
Prior to becoming a Sergeant in 2011, Chief Hintze was assigned
to the Patrol Division, where he was a Field Training Officer (FTO)
for new officers that recently graduated the Police Academy.
He was also a member of the department’s Emergency Services
Unit and a certified Emergency Medical Technician. Chief Hintze
obtained his New Jersey police instructor certification while on
patrol, and has maintained certifications as an instructor for
Firearms, TASER, CPR, Use of Force, and Active Shooter Response.
Chief Hintze was raised in the Borough of Fort Lee and attended
Fort Lee Public Schools. After graduating from the Fort Lee High
School, he attended Pace University and graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice. He attended
the Rutgers University Certified Public Manager program and
is currently enrolled at Fairleigh Dickinson University, where he
is pursuing a Master’s degree in Administrative Science. Chief
Hintze is an exempt member of the Fort Lee Fire Department and
a life member of the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
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